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 “Great Love”  

NEWSLETTER 

  “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead 

in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— ”– Ephesians 2:4-5 

   This word is one of the most misused and misunderstood words in the English language. It also is one of 

the words that God uses to describe Himself. The word is “love”. In the second chapter of his letter to the 

Ephesians, the apostle Paul says that everything God has done for us and for our salvation has been out of 

love; even great love. 

   But what does this word “love” really mean when it is applied to God? What does it mean when the apostle 

John says that God is love? It clearly does not refer to some mushy, shallow sentiment that a child can use to 

get their way with grandpa or grandma. It is not the thinking of a careless or lazy person who threatens, “If 

you do that, you’ll be sorry”, only to forget about making the threat five minutes later. That is certainly not 

the love of God! The apostle Paul connects the love of God inseparably to Jesus Christ. Because of His great 

love, He has made us alive in Christ. God’s love connected with Christ is anything but self-centered, mushy, 

shallow sentimentality. The love of God connected to Christ says that God takes His Word – every Word that 

He has spoken – with utmost seriousness. He says we deserve to die. And He means it. He says we deserve 

to suffer the consequences of our sins. And He means it. He says we deserve to go to hell. And He means it. 

He is not One Who would lie or could lie. But He loves us! He loves us, as Paul says, with a great love!  And 

He means that, too! See how much! See it in the dirty manger. See it in the Man of sorrows acquainted with 

grief. See it in the One misunderstood by His mother and abandoned by His friends. See it in Him Who had 

no place to lay His head. See it in the Christ Who speaks of His coming to suffer and die, while His friends 

are arguing about who is the greatest. See how serious God is about all His Words, every single Word of  

the Law and every single Word of the Gospel. See that seriousness in Him as His anguish and torment is 

multiplied by the absence of family or friends to comfort Him in His hour of trial and tribulation.  

   GREAT LOVE! That is the love of God, Who takes His every Word with utmost seriousness and dumps 

on His one and only Son the death and hell that we deserve, because God is serious about the Law. GREAT 

LOVE! That is the love of God, Who wants the satisfaction of having redeemed and restored people in  

heaven with Him for eternity, and Who therefore pays the penalty in full for our sinfulness, our guilt, and our 

shame. That is GREAT LOVE, for it can never be compared to any other. Your love would not do what His 

love did. You would not even consider doing it for another human being – not for your parents, spouse, or 

children – not for a single moment. 

   Now because God’s love is so great, because it is a love in which God takes His own Word and every word 

so seriously, because in that love He paid out so great a price  for our everlasting salvation.  Precisely for 

those reasons, the way God works with His love in our lives from day to day is dramatically different from 

any kind of flawed human love. You might love another person and even show that love at great expense or 

inconvenience. You might love as a parent loves his/her own child, or as a true friend loves a friend in need. 

But your love can not rule over time to guarantee a good outcome for your child or friend.  

  Read again of Paul’s description of God’s love as he wrote to the Christians living in Ephesus: “But God, 

being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our  

trespasses.” So great is His love revealed in Christ and in the Word that He will not carelessly or easily let 

you miss the glory purchased at so high a price. May that word “love” inspire a love like His. May the love 

of God in Christ and in the Word motivate us to love Him and His Word more than pleasure, more than  

convenience, more than good health, great wealth, time, or friends – even more than life itself. May the love 

of God in Christ motivate us to know that Word better each day and walk each day in closer harmony with it. 

Then living on grace, supported by mercy, redeemed in love, we will become a blessing to one another, to 

our congregation, and to the spiritually dying world in which we live.   

                                                                         Marveling in God’s Great Love                             Pastor Riley              



CONGREGATIONAL  
MEETING 
     On February 2,  
after the morning  
worship, a Congregational Meeting 
will be held to discuss the business 
of the church. Your input is needed 
for the growth of the church.  All 
members of the congregation are 
encouraged to attend.   

   

BRUNCH 
 

Everyone is invited to attend the 
Annual Valentine’s Day Brunch to 
be held after the worship service on 
Sunday, February 9th.  The menu 
will include ham/cheese egg strata 
or cheese egg strata, hash browns, 
bacon, sausage, English muffins, 
miniature muffins, coffee and juice.  
If you are planning to join us, 
please sign up on the sheet located 
in the foyer so the correct amount 
of food will be prepared.  A free 
will offering will be taken.    
 
January and February  

Mission Project... 
   GBARNGA MISSION 
     After 14 years of civil 
war, only 1/3 of school-age children 
in Liberia are enrolled in school. 
Gbarnga Lutheran Mission Project 
is building a Christian primary,  
secondary, and vocational training 
school in rural Liberia near the city 
of Gbarnga called the "Gbarnga  
Lutheran Training Center". They 
envision a Liberia where children 
are empowered by a Christian  
education to realize the fullness of 
God’s grace and the joys of a 
healthy, productive life. Jesus said, 
"Let the little children come to  
me." In gratitude for all God has 
provided and in joyful response to 
His Son's unconditional love for us, 
we are motivated by our Christian 
faith to share His love and serve 
alongside the poor and oppressed 
children and families of Liberia.  
     Thank you to everyone who  
generously donated to the free will 
offering in January at Jon 
Rossman’s Gbarnga presentation.  
 

WINGS:  Women in 
God’s Service 
     Volunteers are needed 
to help with the following 
activities: Coffee Hours, Altar 
Cleaning, and serving the  
Community Table once a month.        
     On February 20 at 2:00 p.m., 
Doris Love is hosting a day to make 
baby fleece blanket making to be 
donated to Bay State Hospital’s 
NICU.  Another  project available 
is to work on Chrismons to replace 
some for our sanctuary tree as well 
as to decorate the next donated tree 
to an organization in the communi-
ty in need.  If anyone would like to  
assemble them, there are simple and 
more intricate kits.  These kits  
 include step by step directions.  
The kits are located in the church 
office or speak to Erika Slozak. 
   The third project is creating infant 
blankets, skin to skin squares, and 
hats for newborn infants in the 
NICU unit.  If you would like to 
knit or crochet, please speak to  
Doris Love for the yarn and  
directions. 
   The German Supper date has been 
set for Friday, May 1.  Mark your 
calendars.  We are also making 
preparations for our tag sale to be 
held in the summer.  Volunteers are 
needed to be in charge of household 
items, furniture, etc.  Please speak 
to Jane if you are interested. 
    Our next meeting will be  
Saturday, March 14th.  Please come 
and join us for fellowship and food.  
Remember, every woman who is a 
member of St. John's is a member 
of WinGS. 
 
BUDGET MEETING: Saturday 
February 8 – 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
     We are all called to be good 
stewards of the gifts God has 
blessed us with, and St John’s is  
no different. As God’s church here 
at St John’s, we need to use the  
offerings received judiciously. If 
you have a question or concern, or 
are just interested to see how our 
budget is put together, please plan 
on attending this meeting.  
 

2020 MID-WEEK  
LENTEN SERIES     
 
“Three Little Words” 
     In the Gospel accounts of Jesus' 
passion, there are several striking 
three-word phrases, such as "Love 
one another," "Watch and pray," 
and "It is finished." This Lenten 
season, Pastor Riley will help you 
gain a greater understanding of 
powerful words like these under the 
theme “Three Little Words”.  It is 
his prayer that as we “unpack” 
these phrases, you will discover the 
rich meaning and purpose of God's 
inspired Word, even in the smallest 
pieces of dialogue. The morning 
mid-week service begins at 11:00 
a.m. with a light lunch following. 
The evening mid-week service  
begins at 6:00 p.m.. 

 
Imposition of Ashes 
& Holy Communion-
February 26th :   
        “Is It I?”  
Matthew 26:20-25 

 
March 4: “Love One Another”           
                       John 13:31-35 
March 11: “Watch and Pray”      
                       Matthew 26:35-41 
March 18: “I Am He”   
                        John 18:3-9 
March 25: “What Is Truth?”   
                        John 18:33-40  
April 1: “Take Him Away!”   
                       John 19:14-18 
HOLY WEEK: 
Palm Sunday, April 5:  
“Save Us Now!”  Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Holy Thursday, April 9:  
“Take and Eat; Take and Drink”                  
                            Matthew 26:26-28 
(Individual Confession and Absolu-
tion with Holy Communion, Strip-
ping of the Altar)  
 

Good Friday, April 10:  
“It Is Finished!”  John 19:28-30 
 
Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 11 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12:  
“He Has Risen!”  2 Timothy 2:8 
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STANDING TO SING -
ENHANCING THE CHURCHES 
SONG 
   Does the posture we take 
to sing in church matter?  This may 
seem like a trivial question, but  
on reflection, the posture we take 
to sing generates a world of  
difference in the quality and life of 
our song.  
   To begin with, standing is the  
historically normative posture in 
worship. Not only in worship  
settings but in lecture settings as 
well, it was the rabbi/teacher/
learned man who sat, while those 
being taught stood. This is attested 
to in Scripture. All the way back in 
Exodus, the Tabernacle courtyard 
was just an empty space for the  
Israelites to stand in. When Jesus 
taught in the synagogue (Luke 4:20) 
and preached the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5:1), He sat while 
His listeners stood. 
   The practice of congregations 
standing continued in the early 
Church, and on into the Middle  
Ages. Indeed, St. Basil the Great 
describes in detail a fascinating  
tradition of the Church of his time: 
the congregation refrained from 
kneeling during Eastertide and on 
Sundays (the weekly observance of 
the Resurrection), standing instead 
in imitation of the posture of the 
risen Christ. 
   Even the pew itself is a modern 
invention. The great European  
cathedrals have no pews, only free-
standing chairs arranged in rows, 
and the fact that those chairs are 
there in the 21st century does not 
imply that they were there in e.g. 
the 14th.  
   Pews were installed in the  
Lutheran churches of Germany at 
least by the late 17th century. By 
the time of Bach it was common  
for rich parishioners to purchase 
their pews to be away from the 
masses. Churches of the English 
Reformation had pews for the choir 
and clergy to sit behind the rood 
screen, but the section for the  
congregation again was just chairs, 
if that. 
   Aside from the historical liturgical 
practice, standing for singing has 
many salutary benefits. The first is 
that it is the natural posture of the 
body for singing.  Standing  
straightens your back and allows 

more space in your abdomen for 
your diaphragm to expand down-
ward, opening your lungs more  
fully. This, in turn, creates the  
support necessary to sing in tune, 
with volume, and with confidence. 
Humans are built to sing and there 
is nobody who cannot do so. Proper 
posture can go a long way to  
making congregational song into a 
robust choir of saints. 
   The second benefit is that  
standing frees the body to move. 
The body naturally moves with  
music in subtle, and not so subtle 
ways. Whether singing an energetic 
dancing chorale, or a somber  
penitential song, or a marching  
warlike hymn, the body has  
different motions and responses to a 
song. This motion is a good thing  
as it allows the singer to more  
naturally express the music.  While 
emotion is never the main thing in 
worship, rightly directed emotion 
in conformity with the Word is a 
salutary secondary effect. This  
motion and emotion are properly in 
line with the words being confessed 
in the music. 
   This brings us to point three, 
standing allows music to breathe 
and have life. A common complaint 
and frankly rightly so, is the life-
lessness of traditional worship. This 
should not be. The solution to the 
problem of robotic worship is to 
breathe life back into it, for the  
service has become vain repetition. 
One of the best ways to breathe life 
back into the service, aside from 
believing what you are singing, is to 
stand for singing. Standing hymns 
and songs are more natural and ear-
nest for the congregation is able to 
breathe and act naturally. 
   In the end, the liturgy is not the 
words on the page, but rather the 
lived out worship of the church. 
This worship is living and active 
because of the Word of God in the 
words we speak and sing to one an-
other.  As such we should sing and 
say and mean and feel what we be-
lieve. The whole body should be 
allowed to be in conformity with 
this truth. Standing creates this free-
dom for the body so that it may 
move and breathe freely in the grace 
of Christ and sing His praises loudly 
and with a joyful heart. 
 
 

 
TRAINING 

 
Sponsored by (ACS)  

The American College of Surgeons Com-
mittee on Trauma 

     February 29th at 10:00 a.m. 
1 HOUR CLASS 

Advance Sign-up Required  
SIGN UP SHEET IN NARTHEX 
     The top cause of preventable 
death in mass casualty incidents is 
bleeding, and approximately 20% 
of people who have died from 
traumatic injuries could have  
survived if someone near had been 
able to provide quick bleeding 
control. In an effort to help  
prepare St. John's parishoners 
to help someone who has been 
injured, we will be offering a Stop 
The Bleed class free of charge to 
congregants. Jeff Windoloski will 
train members on what to do in a 
trauma situation, how to properly 
apply tourniquets, and how to use 
the supplies you have at hand to 
potentially save a life. “In trauma 
situations, the only thing worse 
than a death is a death that could 
have been prevented,” said Tomas 
Jacome, MD. We want to equip 
our community with the 
knowledge and supplies to save 
lives if they are in a position to 
before paramedics arrive on the 
scene of a trauma or mass casualty 
incident. 

New England 
Branch 

     Quiet 
months ???? –  

     Typically, the time between 
Christmas and Easter we don’t do 
many shipments. However, we 
still meet every Monday to do 
packing and sorting. If you’re  
interested, please contact Bill 
Schneeloch. Usual time is from 
about 9AM to noon. This is at our 
warehouse at 33 South Main 
Street in Terryville, CT 
      Your financial support is  
always needed and appreciated. 
Checks should be made payable 
to: Orphan Grain Train, New Eng-
land Branch. And can be mailed to 
OGT-NE  c/o LCMS-NED, 400 
Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA 
01109 
 Please keep OGT in your prayers.  
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Giving Is an Obligation 
     Does the title of this article 
cause you to pause?  Isn’t giving 
supposed to be the free and joyous 
response of God’s people who  
express their gratitude and praise  
of God through their giving?   
Certainly, our primary reason for 
giving is a response to the Good 
News of the Gospel.  Knowing 
what God has done for us in Jesus 
prompts us to give and keep on  
giving.  God never stops giving to 
us, and we imitate His nature 
through our giving. 
     God’s people in the Old  
Testament were under an obligation 
to give.  God commanded them  
to give a tenth (tithe) of their 
incomes for the support of God’s 
work.  In fact, there was a second 
and third tithe so the people were 
commanded to give much more 
than one-tenth of their incomes.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

However, as New Testament  
Christians who live under God’s 
grace in Jesus, we are no longer  
obligated to tithe.  As new covenant 
Christians, the motive for giving 
has changed from a command to 
give to giving cheerfully.   
     Are the Old Testament laws no 
longer relevant?  Jesus said, “Do 
not think that I have come to  
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17).  
Jesus came to keep all of God’s 
commandments perfectly.  He paid 
the price for our forgiveness by  
taking the curse of the Law upon 
Himself, freeing us from the  
demands of the Law.  In Jesus, we 
are free to serve God with pure 
hearts.  Although we are free from 
the Law, we know that God wants 
the best for us and His laws give us 
order and purpose.   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    As New Testament Christians, 
we live in God’s grace.  Secure in 
Christ’s presence and love, we  
express our thanksgiving for Who 
God is and what He has done for us 
through our giving.  We also know  
that giving is God’s will.  There-
fore, we have an obligation to give.  
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then, 
as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to 
those who are of the household of 
faith” (Galatians 6:10).  We will-
ingly and freely embrace the Law 
to give knowing it is God’s will for 
us that we serve Him by serving 
others and extend His kingdom 
through our generosity.  We can 
conclude by saying that giving is a 
wonderful opportunity and also an 
obligation. 
 




